LEARNING FOCUSED Lesson Planning Form
	Teacher:
	
	Grade: 1st

	Subject:
	Social Studies
	Lesson:
	Folktale Heroes: Paul Bunyan

	GPS Standard(s):
	SS1H2- The student will read or listen to American folktale: Paul Bunyan, and explain how they characterize our heritage.

ELA1LSV1-The student uses oral and visual strategies to communicate.
ELA1W1-The student begins to develop competency in the writing process.

ELA1R6a.-The student reads and listens to a variety of texts for information and pleasure.

M1D1-Students will create and interpret simple tables and graphs.

M1G1-Students will create various two and three dimensional figures.

S1CS1-Students will be aware of the importance of curiosity, honesty, openness, and skepticism.
SS1G3-The student will locate major topographical features of the earth’s surface.




	Learning - Focus
	Strategies

	Essential Question(s):


	Who was Paul Bunyan?
What are some things that he did during his lifetime?



	Activating Thinking Strategies:


	Pull some of the out of the Paul Bunyan basket and talk about them with the students.  Ask the students what they remember about Paul Bunyan from our previous lesson.  Students may say, “I remember that Paul Bunyan could chop down trees faster than anybody else.”  Talk to the students about what a tall tale is and explain how the story of Paul Bunyan is a tall tale.  

	Materials:
	The Bunyans (Wood, A. (1996). The Bunyans. New York: The Blue Sky Press.)

Paul Bunyan (Balcziak, B. (2003). Paul Bunyan. Minneapolis, MN: Compass Point Books.
Pictures of Paul Bunyan

Northwood Pancakes recipe
Electric Skillet

Paper plates

Spatula

Plastic forks

6 cups of flour

14 teaspoons of baking Powder

4 teaspoons of salt

4 tablespoons of sugar

5 cups of milk

4 eggs

12 tablespoons of butter

Syrup

Clay

Box

Styrofoam “logs”

Plastic axe

Bar graph

Markers

Maps of the Great Lakes

Glue
Paper scraps

Crayons

Colored pencils

White cardstock paper

Scissors

Manuscript paper
Timer

	Teaching Strategies:


	Before I read the story to the class, I will ask them to listen to things that make the story of Paul Bunyan a tall tale. I will read the story Paul Bunyan to the class.  An interactive read-aloud will take place throughout the book.  Students may comment on the book and point out when things couldn’t really happen throughout the story.  I will explain that the next book I will read will be about Paul Bunyan and his family.  We will do another interactive read aloud with that book.  After the book is over, we will talk about some things that Paul Bunyan and his family did.  The students may say, “Paul Bunyan and his family created Niagra Falls.”


	Extending/Refining and Summarizing Activities:

(thinking skills and/or writing prompts) 

Can the students answer the essential question?
	I will explain to the students that we are now going to pretend that we are Paul Bunyan.  I will explain that we are going to split into groups and rotate around each center in the room.  The centers will be set up as follows: Paul Bunyan’s Breakfast Center- We will read the directions and cook Northwood Pancakes (Paul Bunyan’s favorite) in a group of four or five (this center will be supervised by myself). Chopping Wood Center- Students will take turns splitting “wood” (Styrofoam pieces) and then graph on a bar graph how many swings it took each person to split the “wood”.  The Great Lakes Center- Students will look at different pictures of the Great Lakes and re-create them using a variety of art materials. After they have created their pictures of the Great Lakes, they will turn their papers over and write four sentences about Paul Bunyan and the Great Lakes. Building the Grand Canyon Center- Students will sculpt pieces for their class model of the Grand Canyon. Pictures of the Grand Canyon will be provided as a guide for them.
Students will be called to each center by name.  The students will be given fifteen minutes at each center to complete each task (a timer will be set). The groups will rotate counter-clockwise. Once each group has visited the centers, they will clean up the supplies. 


	Assessment:
	After the stories have been read and the centers have been visited, I will ask the students to name some of the things that they learned about Paul Bunyan that they didn’t know before.  I will list those things on the KWL chart, and this will serve as an assessment for the lesson.                


	Reflection:

	


